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o By Joseph Kraft :

THE WHITE House staif,

never exactly a static in-

_stitution, is now far more

than usually in a state of
flux. .

M cGeorge
Bundy, the
P r esident's
Special As-
sistant £ o r !
National Se-
curity Af-
falrs and the
f or e most
p e rsonality
on the staff,
is apt to
leave his post in the near
future,

Bill Moyers, the press
secretary and an almost

Kraft

equally impressive figure, is -

in the running for the
Bundy post—a sign that he
is not altogether happy with
his present lot, -

Jack Valenti,

. Wl

‘the staff -
man best known to the puby
R ' + "aZe has been one fixture—Mar-

lie after Moyers and Bundy,
would like to go to Rome
as replacement for Ambas-

-sador Frederick Reinhardt,

Lee White, the President’s
Special Counsel and an al-
most ideal White House
staff man who has com-

fleld) with real anonymity
for five years, has

_ been planning to lecave,

No one has yet been

. named to take the place of-

Postmaster General Law-

" rence O'Brien as the chief
liaison man .

White House
" with the Congress. The Pres-
ident's domestic program is

largely in the hands of three -

relative newcomers—Harry
McPherson, Joseph Califano

and Douglas Cater—with no .

single leading figure.

AMIDST all this coming
. and going, however, .there

vin Watson, the President's
. Appointments Secretary.
,And his role provides an in-
'sight into the problem of
~working for a President with
a Baron Munchausen side,
a President prone to exag-
-geration who is not best

‘Is followed to the letter.
Watson is chiefly known
“around " Washington as a
. man of right-wing views be-
" cause of past” associations
with Gov. John Connally of

"Texas and the even more
|. conservative chairman of
'-, the Lone Star Stecl Com-
~'pany. But far more impor-
) tant than Watson's political
;| views seems to be a general
“lack of sophistication and
i imagination that find ex-

, 'preulon In an almost tom

LL_ e e i

long

- away or indisposed, how-

.served when his every wish’

, the

, cies as the Office of Educa- °

literal-mindedness In carry-
ing out policy. .

For exampie, Watson was -
at onc point deputed to ask

~a prominent New York law-

yer to serve as co-chairman
of a civil rights committee.
Somewhat confused to begin

bined high effectiveness * With he asked the lawyer to .

(notably in the eivil rights

be a committee member. The
lawyer, who had an advancey,
idea of what was afoot,

_ pointed out that he was al- -

ready on the committee, and
asked if it wasn't a question

. of becoming co-chairman,

Watson broke off the dlis-
cussion, saying that he had
to check Days went by be-

.fdre he confirmed the Presi-

dent’s wish to have the law-
yer serve as co-chairman of
the committee.

As Appointments Secre-
tary, Watson has very little
to.do with the formation of

. policy and program. But he

has branched out inte the .
personnel field. President

. Johnson ,has made a prac- -

tice of personally interview-
ing all candidates for jobs -
above the regular clvil serv- °
ice level, .

When the Preslde'nt is

ever, Watson does the in-
terviewing., Thus to the hor-/
ror of sensitive people in
both the White House and
departments he has
been judging people up for -
consideration in such apgen-

tion. .

WATSON , HAS also
emerged as the White House
security hound, working di-
rectly with ‘the ‘Director. of.

“.the. TBI, J. Edgar Hoover o

There has recently- gonae'

"looks like a surveillance of

‘material as an pfficial in the

‘Watson collaborated to kill
- the nomination. No explan-
" atlon was given, but the gen-

‘was settling scores with ihe
- CIA.

" son Is acting on his own.

- dent is weil served by .dol-

. is golng to get the President
-in  trouble”
.- says: “I've never secn any- -

tem wheieby the central
While Heuse operator, be-
fore putting calls through to
individual staff members,
asks the name of the caliing
party. To many people that

£

communications between
the White House staff and |
people on the outside.
Watson’s roles as person-
nel and security officer have
merged in at least one im-
portant. substantive act. It
involved a distinguished for-
mer law professor who had
for years Heen dealing with
the most highly classified

Central Intelligence Agency,
and the Bureau of the
Budget.

He had agreed to becsme
chairman of the Tariff Com-
mission, had been accepted
and approsed by the Presi-
dent, and was lining up s.ip-
port on Capitol Hill. At that
point, J. Edgar Hoover and

eral theory is that the FBI

No one suggests that Wat-

He acts as an agent of the
President, to whom he is
undoubtedlr loyal. Blindly
loyal, in fact. But it is a~
. question whether the Presi. ®

ators. One of his most high.
ly respected former aides
has sald of Watson: “Marvin
And another.

, one, that crude around the
“White House "

lmo e“eet a telqphone l)'l- Olnl. Nbllnhen mvmm lrndluu
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